
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held in the Methodist Chapel 

 Schoolroom on Tuesday 20th December, 2016 at 7.30pm 

Present Mr R Atkinson (Chairman), Mr M Golton, Mr C Clark, Mrs M Ratcliffe, Mr C Smith and the clerk. 

Also present 1 Parishioner 

1 Apologies for absence: - Mr J M Marsden, Miss F Macdonald, Mr J Cattanach and Mr A Lee. 

2 Declarations of Interest: None. 

3 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 22nd November, 2016 were approved and signed. 

4 Parishioners issues: None 

5 Matters Arising: 

a) Wistow Mine site –   

The Chairman reported on the meeting, held to discuss the issue, at NYCC (Northallerton Head 
Quarters). 

The Initial discussions related to the internal report on the failure of NYCC to take legal action against 
UK Coal (Harworth Estates) for not returning the site to agricultural use. After some heated discussions 
between Mr D Bowe (Corporate Director of business and environmental services for NYCC) the Parish 
Council and Mr A Lee, the following statement was made by Mr D Bowe :- 

i) The planning section at NYCC failed to meet the deadline date for enforcing the company 
(Harworth Estates) to restore the land to agricultural use. Mr Bowe was now conducting an 
internal inquiry to establish why the deadline date was missed, and that disciplinary action may 
be taken against those employees involved. 

ii) Irrespective of the date being missed the decision being taken by the County Council was not to 
proceed with enforcement against Harworth Estates. This decision was recommended because 
had it gone to appeal then the County Council would have lost the case. Mr Bowe said that 
Selby District Council had already given approval for the land to be used for industrial use in 
their Economic Development Plan. 

Mr Atkinson asked Mr Bowe what further action could be taken by Wistow Parish. Mr Bowe replied 
that an individual could take the issue to the Ombudsman. The result, if NYCC was found to have been 
negligent, would be a small fine and a rap on the knuckles. However it would not change the decision 
of the County Council not to take enforcement action. 

Discussion then continued on the way forward for the Parish Council. Mr Bowe agreed to write a letter 
of apology for the failure of NYCC to miss the date for enforcement.  Minutes of the meeting were 
taken and a copy would be sent to the Parish Council for approval. 

At the end of the meeting at NYCC it was agreed by all that the only way forward was to work with 
Harworth Estates, before the planning stage, to get the best outcome for the Parish in terms of the 
site’s potential use. 

 

At the Parish Council meeting Mr Smith said he was unhappy with the outcome of the meeting at 
NYCC. Both he and Mr Clark said monies from UK Coal should have been put aside to return the site to 
agriculture and that this had not happened. 

It was agreed the clerk would contact Harworth Estates to find out whether or not plans were being 
prepared for the site’s use. 



b) Cemetery/graveyard – The clerk reported that the Sports and Recreation report had been prepared 
and submitted to the planning officer at SDC. 

An email was received from the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust confirming their approval of the Ecological 
report, sent as part of the planning application. It was likely that the application would be submitted to 
the planning committee in February, 2017. 

c) Village bus services/Cawood Bridge – An email was received from Mr J Cattanach with regards 
Cawood Bridge. NYCC were now preparing to carry out repairs to upgrade the bridge to 10 tonnes 
during the summer holidays in 2017. The work proposed would take approximately 6 weeks.  

d) Footpath No. 12 – An email from NYCC informing the Council that work to clear the vegetation from 
the path would start on Thursday, 22nd December, 2016. 

e) Defibrillator – A successful training evening, arranged to teach residents how to use the equipment, 
had taken place in the Jubilee Hall on Monday 28th November. Over 30 residents took part. Our thanks 
to Jane Jones for her effort in bringing the unit into the village. 

 

6. Planning Applications –  

     a)  Change of use of land from agricultural to leisure use (foot golf) at a field adjacent to Scalm Park, 
Scalm Lane, and Wistow Common – No objections. 

     b) Change of use of land from agricultural use to glamping area and overflow caravan site on land 
immediately south of Scalm Park – No objections. 

     c) Erection of a new dryer unit to replace existing dryer unit and erection of new control building and 
oil tank at Old Ouse Farm, Wistow Lordship – No objections. 

    d) Proposed erection of a single storey garage extension at Marsh View, Field Lane – No objections. 

 

7. Planning decisions by Selby District Council 

a) Listed building consent for the proposed change of use of existing barn to residential at West 
Villa, Station Road – Permission granted. 

b) Proposed change of use of existing barn to residential at West Villa, Station road – Permission 
granted. 

c) Section 73 application for variation of condition 1 (use area) of approval 2015/1242/FUL for 
retrospective application for ménage in the western corner of the existing paddock at Elm Tree 
Farm, Garmancarr Lane – Permission refused. 

8. Correspondence –  

a) A letter was received from SDC regarding resiting of a Tetra Pak bank at the Jubilee car park. It was 
agreed not to allow the bank onto the car park. 

b) A letter from SDC regarding an appeal by R&B Hind for siting a wind turbine at Oak Tree Farm. The 
Parish Council voted not to object to the appeal process. 

c) An email from YLCA regarding an increase in subscription rates in 2017/18. 

d) Letter from CEF regarding energy advice. Note to be placed in the village magazine. 

e) Email from NYCC regarding unused monies from LYTAG (106 monies). The Parish Council agreed to 
apply for a grant to repair the village pond fence. 



f) Email from the North Duffield history group. Mrs M Ratcliffe would investigate and report back to the 
Council. 

9. Other Matters – 

      a)  CEF – No information. 

      b) Village hall – No problems reported. 

c) Neighbourhood watch- No major issues. 

d) Village green fence- Work to start in the New Year. 

10. Outstanding Actions – 

      a) Notice board – in progress. 

11. Finance –  

a) Accounts – The clerk presented the accounts. 

b) The following cheques were approved and signed- Mr J Wildash (expenses for visit to NYCC) - £80.32; 
Npower (green electrics) - £12.34; Wistow PCC (grass cutting) - £100.00; Yorkshire Ambulance NHS 
trust (defibrillator training) - £200.00. 

c) Precept for 2017/18 – The Chairman reported on the meeting, attended by the clerk and himself, at 
SDC to discuss the precept levels for Parishes in the district. SDC reported that as the grants from the 
government to District Councils had been reduced then grants to Parish Councils had been reduced and 
will be zero in 2019/20. Parish Councils would need to increase precepts to pay for Parish 
requirements.  

It was proposed by M Ratcliffe, seconded C Clark that the precept be increased to £14,535.00 for 
2017/18. This would include a small grant of £158.18 from SDC. The proposal was carried unanimously. 

12. Dates of next meetings 

    Tuesday 17th January 2017 

    Tuesday 21st February 2017 

There was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.55pm. 


